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News from

Denmark

General Assembly 2019
Vejen Idrætscenter (Sports Centre)
housed the 2019 GA welcoming the
highest number of participants for many
years.
The stage was set for both party time
and serious business. Friday night the
party started with a friendship evening
of/with singing, chatting, and ... do you
remember, and 'long time no see's" –
and a good meal.
Saturday morning was full of sunshine,
and we were met by guild flags,
Dannebrog and more members of the
fellowship. The local guard was playing.
Brass instrumentalists played their
catchy melodies and the small flute
players acted as guard of honours at the
entrance. Everybody waited for the
guest of honour, Her Royal Highness
Princess Benedikte, who was to attend
the opening of the General Assembly.

The guest of honour and other dignitaries listening
to the opening speech

After lunch work started.
New articles of association were
debated. Some proposals were drastic
to make room for a slimming made
necessary by the dwindling number of
members. On the whole the proposers
wanted to cut away superfluous
administration, give guilds and districts
more autonomy, reduce the number of
large meetings and cut down the
international work to a minimum. The
National Fellowship Board did not want
instantaneous changes but would rather
make the cut-downs gradually while at
the same time making room for the
great fellowship stemming from
nationwide meetings and events.
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visit of the Danish NP and other
members of the board.
The new guild received their colours
formally during the General Assembly in
2019 – in absentia – but represented by
their twinning guild in Flensborg (Ami
Jessen). It so happened that members
of the Horsens guilds were to start out
on their bus trip to Belgium, and already
had an appointment with the members
of the Brussels guild.

BP materialised to remind us of the fundamental
values of our movement

So – within a few days and in a proper
relay ‘race’ the Brussels Guild received
their own colours, Dannebrog. The
Brussels members have produced their
own scarf – blue with yellow stars. As a
thank you and a memento, their guests
from Horsens received one each.

Now and then it was a little tough and
not all got what they wanted. The result
was a downsized board, requests for any
possible cost-savings in addition to
fewer printed magazines. For the next
two years the National Fellowship Board
consists of three members, while three
committees will deal with international,
development and PR work.

A New Danish Guild in Brussels –
and Dannebrog Relayed
Quite a few Danes live and work in
Brussels, mostly working in the
administrations for the armed forces or
at EU institutions. The Danish Scouts in
Brussels, members of the Danish Scout
Association (DDS) had their 25th
anniversary in 2018.
Today the group is made up of 85 scouts
and guides of all ages.
The same year saw the founding of the
Sct. Georgs Guild in Brussels during a

Presenting the Dannebrog to the new guild. From
the left: Poul Sten Rasmussen (Sct. Georg Horsens)
Clays Kondrup (Sct. Georg Bruxelles), Claus Holck
Pape (Sct. Georg Horsens) and Flemming Sørensen
(Sct. Georg Bruxelles)
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Peace Light 2019
This year’s theme is ”Peace requires
courage”.
After a short prayer service in the
catholic church Our Lady in Aarhus the
27th November 2019, 5 despatchers set
off north, south and west to Aalborg,
Struer,
Esbjerg,
Gråsten,
and
Bjerringbro.
There were stops on the route to allow
scout groups, guilds and others to
collect their Peace Light at predefined
locations.

There is a variety of activities
throughout the country, to name just a
few examples: Participation at services
where the Peace Light is presented by
scouts or guild members, and its flame
is used for lighting the first candle of
the advent wreath, altar candles, it is
given to shelters for homeless, to
nursing homes, veteran homes, schools
and institutions.
Its longest journey goes to Nuuk and
Sisimiut in Greenland – as much as 3,326
km.
The sea voyage to Greenland started
already the 31st October, when 4 guild
members from Aalborg, one from the
committee as well as the national
coordinator of the Peace Light met our
contact person from Royal Arctic Line.
We boarded the container ship ”Nuka
Arctica” with the Peace Light, where
the captain accepted it. The crew looks
after the flame on its 10-day long
journey.
The Peace Light arrived at Nuuk the 7th
November, where Nuuk Scout Group
took over the care.

The drivers of the Aarhus – Struer leg

And, the day before, the local guilds in
Roskilde had their ceremony in the
catholic church of St. Laurentius where
scouts, guild members and other
interested citizens could light their
Peace Light and have it distributed
throughout Sjælland and the other
islands.
Peace Light flame is permanently live in
the two catholic churches and once a
year, the flame is renewed from the new
flame that has been collected in the
Nativity Grotto for Christmas.

When in Nuuk it is the Arctic Commando
that preserves the flame until 1st
Advent Sunday.
After an extra 3 days, the light will
reach Sisimiut where guild members are
ready to take over the flame.

4
centre Sofia and the Kallvik peninsula
where they got to know its history, flora
and nature.

The Tri-Clover Guild
Ten Members of the Tri-clover Guild
participated in the Song and Dance
Festival in Tallinn, Estonia over a
weekend. This is a big event which
gathers more than 10 000 dancers and a
chorus of more than 45 000 singers.
The audience was also huge with more
than 100 000 listeners.
The Peace Light arrives at Sisimiut, Greenland

It’s a long journey and the planning has
to fit into the ship’s sailing plan to
ensure that the Peace Light is available
at the two locations in Greenland for
Advent when Christmas starts in
Greenland.
Text compiled by Birthe Ømark, IC
Denmark.

News from

Finland

Summer Camps
The NSGF participated in or visited
some camps for guides and scouts in the
summer. While taking part in the
everyday tasks on the camp with the
young guides and scouts, the members
could tell about their experiences of the
camps in their youth, which interested
the young guides and scouts.

The Lahti Guild
The Lahti Guild made a summer tour to
Helsinki where they visited the culture

Europe Conference in Bremen
Finland was represented by fourteen
people at the Europe Conference in
Bremen. The European Committee
chairmanship of Doris Stockmann ended
at this meeting.
Nine people took part in the post
conference tour to the Lüneburger
Heide,
where
we
saw
heather
blossoming.

Home Page
A new home page has been introduced at
the address www.partiokillat.fi and an
open Facebook group has been started
as well.

“Leaders’ Camp Fire”
End of August, the Guides and Scouts of
Finland organized, for the third time, a
seminar focusing on better leadership
for all Scouts older than 18 years as
well as other adults who were
interested. The speakers were wellknown people, mostly Finns, this year
one of the speakers was the former
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Prime Minister Alexander Stubb. The
seminar is held in the forest on a camp
site and includes workshops, seminars
and networking. The NSGF was again
present at the Leaders’ Camp Fire with
a tent where the Fellowship was
presented and pancakes sold.

Stamp Bank
We have a new responsible person for
the stamp bank, Pauli Ihamäki, who is a
philatelist since many years.

Peace Light

organised the event and gave us a
friendly and successful assembly. The
accounts were approved and budgets for
the coming two years were agreed. New
national president and vice president
were elected, while two board members
were re-elected.
In line with a recommendation from the
election committee, the size of the
board was reduced from six to four.
Thus, the new board consists of the
following four members: National
President Gry Walderhaug Grimsrud,
Vice president Jan Petter Bergan, and
Board Members Inger Amalie Lyster and
Dag Espolin Johnson.

The Peace Light has landed in Turku,
Finland and is spreading from there
around the country.
Text by Viveca Ståhlström, IS Finland.

News from

Iceland

Sorry, no news from Iceland this time.

News from

Lithuania

Sorry, no news from Lithuania this time.
The new board: Jan Petter, Gry, Inger, and Dag

News from

Norway

The 2019 National Assembly
The National General Assembly was held
in the town of Drammen 20-22 August,
with 102 participants, representing 41
guilds. 2nd St. George’s Guild in
Drammen og 2nd Lier St. George’s Guild

Prior to the meeting, a proposal had
been submitted that the board should
consider a potential change of the
Fellowship’s name to more explicitly
express the close association to
scouting. The proposal caused a lively
discussion, ending with a decision that
the new board shall evaluate costs and
benefits of a name change, and that all
guilds shall discuss the question during
the coming two years.
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In addition to handling the administrative tasks, the participants had a
fine walking tour through the central
parts of the town. We saw how an
extensive effort has been made to
improve Drammen’s environment by the
Government, reducing the long-distance
traffic through the main streets, and by
the town authorities, constructing nice
river walks along the Drammen River.

It has a new, attractive climbing tower
and offers excellent canoeing possibilities in nearby lakes and rivers on
both sides of the border. However, the
main building, the old farmhouse, is now
some 150 years old, and urgently needed
extensive renovation.

The Kvernmoen Project

The main project was changing the old,
single-glazed windows with new doubleglazed ones, and installing new wooden
panelling on all the weather-beaten
walls. An important aspect was to keep
the original, traditional farmhouse look,
with red walls and white windows and
window frames.

A major project this year has been the
work on the Kvernmoen camp site.
Kvernmoen was formerly a small farm,
located in a forest area in southeasternmost Norway, very close to the
border to Sweden. The property was
given to the Norwegian Guilds in 1972.
It has a capacity of some 400 scouts
and guides and is ideal for group and
district camps.

A dedicated group of guild members
from the adjacent districts, together
with Dag Lund, a retired teacher/scout
master and our local camp-site boss,
spent
four
weekends
exchanging
windows, sawing panel boards, and
hammering in nails, thereby improving
its technical standard significantly.
Initially, the project was intended to be
financially covered by guild funds, but
during the project successful applications for financial support to two
charitable foundations meant that the
fellowship money can be saved for
supporting other scouting purposes.

Text: Knut Jorde, IS Norway. Photo:
Arve Urlin

Installing new wall panel and new windows on the
old farmhouse

Text: Knut Jorde
The central part of the Kvernmoen camp site
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Mountain trip 2019
The target of this year’s mountain trip
was the Aurlandsdalen valley, one of
Western Norway’s traditional mountain
walks. 12 guild members participated,
arriving by train to the Finse station
from both the eastern and western
parts of the country. With its altitude
of 1222 m a.s.l., Finse is an ideal starting
point for mountain trips. The first day’s
walk was to the mountain hut Geitrygghytta, and onward to the newly
opened Steinbergdalshytta hut, with a
welcome ice-cream and a bottle of
orange soda.
The weather varied, with uncertain
prospects for the two last days. The
Yr.no weather service presented a
forecast of heavy rain and strong wind
for the day when we were scheduled to
have the longest and steepest walk,
where the wide mountain view was
supposed to be the main attraction.
Being old scouts and guides, we naturally
showed creativity and flexibility, and
changed the order of the walks. The
result was that we could make the most
beautiful walk on the day with the best
weather, ending with an overnight stay
at the Øvstebø hut.

Bjarne searching for mobile phone signals

The last day took us back to Geitrygghytta, where we had a nice
conclusion of an excellent the trip in
their big bathing tub.

Relaxing in the Geitrygghytta tub

Text and photos: Inger Elisabeth Merli

Peace Light 2019
The first time the Peace Light from
Bethelehem came to Norway was in
1999, so we have made a special badge
to mark the anniversary. This is
presented to scouts and guides who
write a few sentences about peace that
can be used in the annual Peace Light
Message.
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The Peace Light jubilee badge

A group of rovers in Drammen explained
the meaning of fred, the Norwegian
word for peace: «F is for Freedom to
love; R is for the Right to live; E is for
Eagerness to forgive and D is for
Dreams of a future».
The Peace Light now burns permanently
in a convent in Bergen, where many
people have visited it during the year.
And in the week before advent it was
sent on the Hurtigruten ship from
Bergen along the coast to Vadsø in the
far north. Scout groups come to the
harbours to fetch the flame. Guild
members organise transport of the
Peace Light to other parts of the
country.
Many churches hold services featuring
the Peace Light on the first Sunday in
Advent. And every year since 1999, a
scout service has been held in
Hamardomen, the glassed-in ruins of
Hamar’s medieval cathedral. Strange to
think that when these ruins were the
cathedral in Hamar, the flame that is
brought in procession to the service had
already burnt for several hundred years!

The Peace Light enters the ruins of the old Hamar
Cathedral

Text and photos: Ivan Chetwynd

News from

Sweden

Eight Swedish guild members (including
two delegates) participated in the
Europe Conference in Bremen in
August. This included two delegates, as
well as Lena Claesson, who had been
appointed as Nordic-Baltic Sub-Region
representative to the Europe Region
Committee. Lena will replace our former
representative, Doris Stockmann from
Finland.

Lunch break outside the Emigration Museum in
Bremerhaven
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Church, before meeting again for a joint
coffee break that completed a very nice
day.

Nordic participants on the guided tour of Old
Bremen

During the autumn of 2019, most of the
Swedish regions had local gatherings for
all regional guilds.
In Northern Sweden, two days were
dedicated to walking at the Munkviken
camp and conference centre south of
the town of Skellefteå. The first day
was spent on an 8 km walk on roads that
went partly through the wood and partly
along the coast of the Bay of Bothnia.
The walk of the next day was 1.5 km
only but ended at the top of a hill with
an excellent view.

Gathering participants at Stabergs gård in Falun

In Western Sweden, guild members had
an all-day visit to the tablemountain
Hunneberg in the Trollhättan district.
After a mid-morning coffee break at a
viewpoint, the participants continued to
a newly constructed charcoal kiln. Next
on the programme was a visit to “Älgens
Berg”, the Royal Hunt Museum, which
tells an extensive story about the area’s
geology, about the moose and other local
wild animals, and about the royal hunt.
At the museum, everybody enjoyed an
excellent wild boar stew. The final stop
was made at the unique slaty Slättbergen hills, which were generated 100
million years ago, when the Precambrian
basement rocks were covered by the
sea.

At the viewpoint

In the Dalarne district in the central
part of the country, Creutz Lave
organized a regional gathering in the
town of Falun. After a starting meal,
the participants travelled to Gamla
Staberg, an old miner’s home, where
they had lunch and a guided tour.
Following that, some of the members
walked to the hill of Stabergs Klack,
while the rest went to the Hosjø

View toward Lake Vänern
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At the charcoal kiln

The distribution of the Peace Flame
from Betlehem northwards through the
country. It started on 9 November in
Helsingborg, went via Gothenburg to
Stockholm and Uppsala, and shall
continue to the Ice Hotel in Jukkasjärvi,
which is situated in the mining town of
Kiruna in northernmost Sweden. Due to
an earlier start this year, the flame is
likely to reach Kiruna. In Kristianstad a
large Peace Light march was held. It had
many participants and gave scouting a
lot of attention.

Transferring the Peace Light from Askersund to
Västerås

Text: Mariana Ceder, IS Sweden.
Photos: Gjermund Austvik, Eva-Lotta
Klärcke, and Regitze Krenchel. Translation by K. Jorde.

