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Dear members from ISGF
Dear friends,
The year is coming to an end… This was the year of the Sub-Regions and
the seven of them had very successful gatherings as well as one region,
the ASPAC Region.
Though our members all over the world developed their skills and
enjoyed the time they were together, many sad events troubled deeply
our society but I would like to wish all of you a very HAPPY NEW YEAR
2016 full of projects and peace.
In this season I also wish all my friends a Holy Christmas full of love and
understanding especially for the ones that are near us.
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News from the Regions

We must get ready for the challenges that next year will bring us.
The “Our Kit” to start to use it at the Guild’s meetings and organising
activities to collect funds to support the HAITI project and don’t forget
that ISGF needs your expertise, feel in the form and become a ISGF
expert/volunteer.
Enjoy this INFO and hope to meet you next year.
Yours in Fellowship

Africa - AsPac - Arab - Europe – Western
Hemisphere and news from Bangladesh,
Slovenia and Uruguay.
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News from the world
Our kit
Since 2011, the ISGF World Committee has
been working on a huge project for the
benefit of the ISGF Members. Its aim is to give
you various tools to get a better
understanding and knowledge of the ISGF
but also to give you some pointers on how to
make a NSGF function more smoothly and be
more attractive. So there you have it! ‘Our
Kit’.
A few booklets are still under creation, but in
the coming weeks, you will be able to consult
and upload some of them via the ISGF
website. There was at the time of the ISGF’s
60th anniversary, a fundraising thermometer
on the website for some time, but
unfortunately, the amount collected, even
including the gifts of some sponsors, is not
enough to be able to print all the documents
and to distribute them for free to all the
NSGFs. As a result, Our Kit will be obtainable
via the website but 1 USB stick will also be
sent to each International Secretary.

The following booklets are now ready and will
be at your disposal : ‘the Law for Adult Scouts
and Guides’, ‘the Method for Adult Scouts
and Guides ‘, ‘UHCR’, B-P ‘ Old Thoughts for
New Visions’, ‘ISGF’.

In one click, you will find all the information
related to core identity of the ISGF.
So be ready and go to the ISGF:www.isgf.org

In addition to ‘Our Kit’, we will provide you
with other materials such as the ‘Booklet of
Ideas’ for activities and inspiration, the ISGF
PPT for your presentations and some more to
come…
The booklet ‘Project’ will be a book of projects
that will be presented at the next ISGF World
Conference. Should you wish your activities
and projects to be included in this book,
please contact the World bureau to get the
relevant form.
This material will be available in English,
French, Spanish (accountability of NSGF of
Spain) and Arabic (accountability of the Arab
Region). It will not be static and will be
updated as the times and the direction taken
by the ISGF.

From the World Committee
In the last edition of the ISGF Info, the World Committee appealed to you to become a
Volunteer and to support it by participating in its range of activities at the global level. To deal
with the lack of resources, we definitely need to strengthen the World Committee and World
Bureau workforce. (Mostly for translations English/French and website).
Join us and share with us your knowledge, ideas, expertise, and experience. You are welcome to offer whatever time you have.

World Scout Jamboree 2015 in Japan
At the invitation of WOSM, the ISGF took part in the WSJ in
Japan. 2175 visitors from all over the world visited the ISGF
booth where they were able to find out about our organisation
by doing a quizz which had been specially compiled for the
occasion. The weather conditions were very difficult due to
the hight temperature and scorching sun. Despite this, the
WSJ was suffused with happiness.
However, it seems that the information, previously released, regarding the ISGF participation at the WSJ did not reach all of you. We
have been informed with much regret that some of you were not aware of or were surprised by the ISGF’s preparations for its
participation in this event. Therefore, we consider it necessary to clarify how ISGF proceeded:
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For previous WSJs, ISGF was used to set up a team composed of ISGF members registrered throught the NSO Contingent as
IST Members. The presence of the ISGF was coming under the approval of the Host Country. But, there is no need to remind
you of what went on in the last few years regarding our relationships with WOSM ! the dialogue was reopened only a short time
ago and the Jamboree matter was tackled differently for this year..
To our great pleasure, we were welcomed at the Jambore 2015 !
The World Scout Bureau invited the ISGF to take part in this event as a partner organisation with consultative status. In terms
of activities, we were asked to choose between two options, and the ISGF WCom decided to run an information booth. For this
reason, we were asked to register only two ISGF representatives. For the first time, all communication took place exclusively
between the World Bureaus. WOSM endeavoured to facilitate the ISGF representation as much as possible and covered the
registration fees. This was a sign of strong mutual understanding, partnership, and recognition.

Once again, the ISGF World Committee expresses its thanks to all of those who made the ISGF’s involvement in the WSJ a success and
a memorable event.
The 24th World Scout Jamboree in 2019 will be held in the United States, co-hosted with Canada and Mexico

The ISGF Global Projects
We cannot remain indifferent…
Refugee families continue to flee war and
persecution at staggering rates as a bitter
winter approaches. The UN Refugee Agency
is on the ground providing life-saving
protection but they need our help.
Very soon, detailed information on the Haiti project will be sent.
Thank you to those who have already replied to our call by
sending donations. You can still join this action.

During the Mediterranean Gathering and as a celebration of the
Fellowship Day, the ISGF WCom members present in Morocco
called for the solidarity among the participants and organised a
fundraising for Haiti. We would like to offer our deep thanks to
all people who took part in this expression of generosity and
enabled us to collect 695 Euros.

You still can participate to this project by sending your donation
to the ISGF bank account as below :
ING : 310-0369433 46
IBAN : BE33 3100 3694 3346
BIC : BBRUBEBB
With communication, ‘Haiti 2015’Or via PayPal

What can we do?
We can help and make the difference….
We can donate to help keep refugees warm and safe this
winter
With your donations, UNHCR can help refugee children and
families receive the life-saving relief and support they so
desperately need:
20$ could provide a refugee family in Jordan with winter
clothes to help them fight the cold
50$ could provide high thermal fleece blankets to keep a family
warm during the bitter winter months
100$ could provide a refugee family in Turkey with a heating
stove so they can keep warm and cook for themselves
500$ could fund the insulation of a whole refugee family’s
shelter to protect them from the tough winter weather
conditions
For contributing to this cause, please send your donations to the
ISGF as follows:
ING account : ING : 310-0369433 46
IBAN : BE33 3100 3694 3346
BIC : BBRUBEBB
With communication, ‘UNHCR – Refugees’
PayPal: contact the World Bureau.
Only a few Euros from all of us, can make all the difference

ISGF INFO

| N° 2015/02

4

The ISGF leaflet

The ISGF leaflet is currently available in four
languages, English (red), French (Blue),
Spanish (orange) and Arabic (green). Those
who want to produce the ISGF leaflet in their
own languages are invited to contact the
World Bureau to agree with practical details.
Each version will have a specific colour and
the ISGF leaflet will have to be printed in

accordance to the ISGF prerequisites in order
to respect uniformity and quality standards
with regards to the image of the ISGF.
The World Bureau can assist you and, if you
want, can also be the link between you and
the ISGF’s printer.

The costs are:
For 500 leaflets: 105 Euros +
transportation.
For 1,000 leaflets: 160 Euros +
transportation.

The profiles
You may have noticed that, we offer more and more visibility to the National Organisations through the ISGF website thanks to the world
map, the web links and most of all, the PROFILES.
Based on your annual reports, we issue NSGF profile with administrative information, as well as information on activities and projects.
Unfortunately, some profiles of some NSGFs are not visible because some information is missing. Therefore, if you would like to have the
benefit of greater visibility, please send us your annual report.
It is never too late…. The annual report 2015 will be available and sent out early January 2016.

The International Ambassadors Guild in Kenya
Bjorg Walstad, Chair
14 ambassadors, representing four
nationalities will meet in Nairobi on
February 18th. The highlight will be the
visit to Nyeri and the celebration of the
Founders Day (Thinking Day). Thousands
of Scouts and Guides come to the BP
memorial place to take part in the event.
We will visit PAXTU cottage and the BP
Museum.
This year the ambassadors gave financial
support to the Pigeon Park project. We
are invited to visit the project, have a

lunch there and learn more about what
they are doing.
There will be time for meeting with the
new fellowship members as well.
One of the most exiting visits we will do
is the visit to a village in the PUMWANI
slum, where a Norwegian guide-leader,
Astrid Hareide, has set up a guide group.
She will organize a visit for us and we will
have the possibility to meet with schoolclasses, scouts and guides and have some
games with them!

There will be time for a safari too. At The
Ark viewing lodge we will stay for one
night and have the possibility to watch
the animals.
For additional information such as the
program, please visit the ISGF website
(www.isgf.org), and go to download,
partnership.
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News from the Regions
AFRICA
The 1st Southern Africa Gathering took
place in Zambia from 11 to 15 June 2015
with 28 people attending. Based on the
chosen theme, ‘Growth that strengthens
regional membership’, an important
work was done to develop the SubRegion mainly with regard to
membership, activities and external
relationships.

The 1st Eastern Africa Gathering was held
in Uganda from 1 to 5 September, just
after the Africa Scout Conference in
which Mida Rodrigues and Mathius
Lukwago took part and represented the
ISGF. 35 participants joined the first subregional event whose theme was
‘Fostering ISGF development in the Region’

The Regional Committee members have
worked hard for the development of the
Region. It is in this regard that visits to
ISGF, WAGGGS and WOSM members as
well as other people have been made in
Tanzania and Botswana. In parallel to
this, South Africa is endeavouring to
consolidate its structure with a view to
becoming a Country Member.

Coming in 2016
5th Africa Region Conference in
Burkina Faso
21-25 November 2016

ARAB
The XV Mediterranean Gathering took place in Morocco from 22nd
to 27th October 2015 with 180 participants. It was a fruitful meeting
that offered reflexions on the environment and on the current
challenges facing the world, in keeping with the theme
‘Renewable energies, challenges and prospects’.
During this gathering, the ISGF met the representatives of the
United Arab Emirates Scouting Pioneers Committee who officially
introduced their request for ISGF membership. The process of
affiliation of this country as a Full Member is now under way and being examined by the
ISGF WCom.
The Regional Committee in its efforts to develop the area will fairly soon be able to
provide informative material about the ISGF to Arabic countries in order to improve
knowledge and recognition of the ISGF within the Region.

8th Arab Region Conference in
Kuwait
29 February-03 March 2016

ASIA PACIFIC
Bangaluru, India, was the venue for the 14th AsPac Regional
Gathering which was held from 12th to 17th September. Its theme
was ‘Stretching roads, widening paths’. A new regional
Committee has been elected and Mr Satish R. Khanna remains
the Chairman.

Countries attending
were India, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Korea, Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Malaysia,
Australia, Indonesia,
Austria.
AsPac Regional Committee
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The Scout Asia Pacific Region Conference took place in Korea
from 3rd to 8th November 2015. The ISGF WCom offers its deep
thanks to Mr Mecci, Secretary General of the AsPac Region, for
having agreed to be the ISGF representative on this occasion and
for his devotion to making the ISGF visible. In light of the growth

of AsPac, the Regional Committee take every opportunity to
introduce the ISGF to people and it is in this regard, that they paid
a visit to the Guide headquarters in Seoul while they were in
Korea .

The ISGF received the application of Nepal, which is currently a CB group, to be granted the status of Full member. Their dossier is being
examined.

News from Bangladesh
Felowship Day in Bangladesh - Major S A Khurshed Reza(Retd.) - International Secretary
The Bangladesh Scout and Guide Fellowship (BSGF) celebrated Fellowship Day for two days in a befitting manner.
On the first day they planted 62 plants. A grand Cycle Rally was also organised with the participation of 62 cyclists and in the presence
of many guests and dignitaries such as Minhajul Abedin
Nannu, a national cricket player and Syed Rumman Bin Wali
Shabbir, a footballer.
On the second day, for the first time in the history of BSGF,
they honoured the seven founding members with a
decoration: Chief Guest of the program Mr. Md. Abu Hena,
Chief Advisor, BSGF; Former Chief Election Commissioner,
Bangladesh and presided by Dr. Mihir kanti Majumder;
Chairman BSGF, Mr. M Fazlur Rahman and former Chief
National Commissioner of. Bangladesh Scouts and
Ms.Nurjahan Ara Begum, Regional Commissioner, Bangladesh
Girl Guides. The program was followed by a cultural show.
Ms. Afreen Khosnoor, a lifetime member of BSGF, donated her valuable stamp collection to ISGF. The proceeds from the sales of this
collection are being sent to the International Development Fund which provides practical financial support for Guiding and Scouting.

EUROPE
‘Traditional Practice or True to Tradition’ was the theme of the 28th Nordic-Baltic Sub-Region Gathering
held in Danmark from 25th to 28th June 2015. 80 participants met for this event and enjoyed this fourday meeting.

The Central Europe Sub-Region gathering was held in Austria, from 23rd to 27th September. The
chosen theme was "Fraternity makes friends». During this event, a new Committee was elected
and its Chairwoman is Mrs Teresa Tarkowska-Dudek (Poland),

The South Europe South Region is back on track – Virginia Bonasegale
Alongside the XV Med, organised by the Moroccan Alliance of the Pioneer Scouts and Guides
in Marrakech, Morocco, from 22nd to 27th October 2015, we can announce good news about
the South Europe Sub-Region. Representatives of the six countries present – Spain, France,
Greece, Italy, Portugal and Switzerland- amended the constitution which was the main
reason for the impasse in which the South Europe Region had found itself. Franco
Vecchiocattivi, IS of Italy, has been elected as Chairman of the Committee. Ana Rodrigues,
IS of Portugal, has been nominated as representative of this Sub-Region to the Europe Committee from 2016 to 2018.
Some heartfelt thoughts were addressed to our Cypriot friends and to Michael Mavronichis, IS of Cyprus, who passed away at that time.
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We offer our deep thanks to Jean-François Levy, IS of France, for his tenacity and his devotion in a view to breaking the stalemate of the
Sub-Region as well as to Italy for having submitted the application of his IS.
In the near future, the SESR will have three important engagements: the Europe Conference in France in 2016, the ISGF World
Conference in Indonesia in 2016 and the 16th Mediterranean Gathering in Greece in 2018.
The Fellowships members of the SESR will certainly know how to work closely in order to develop the adult scouting and guiding with
the style, the flair and the enthusiasm that distinguish them.
The Western Europe Sub Region invited the ISGF members to come to their sub-regional meeting
which was held in Belgium from 7th to 11th September 2015. 72 participants attended this event
whose theme was ‘Living together’ . During this event, the participants had the opportunity to
attend workshops and lectures on the notion of diversity.
Dave Mowbray, Hans Slanec and Anne Dupont laid wreaths with our logo and poppies at the Menin
Gate in Ypres. This monument symbolises the sacrifice of soldiers originating from the whole
Commonwealth in 1915.

News from Slovenia:
Tatjana Rojko, International Secretary of the Slovenian Adult Scouts
THE OFFICIAL BEGINNING OF THE YEAR WITH THE SLOVENIAN ADULT SCOUTS
This year, the Slovenian Adult Scouts started the official beginning of the year in a small
city CERKNO.
Adult Scouts from all over Slovenia came to join and be a member of this event.
We started our meeting in a cold rainy morning. First the governor visited us and held a
speech and then we had a short history lesson about this small beautiful city in the
middle of green nature and wonderful mountains. After that we visited the historical
cave called "Wild Women", where the oldest musical instrument, a flute, made from an
animal bone, was found. This flute is about 55.000 years old and today it is in the
museum in the capital city of Slovenia. It was very interesting. It stopped raining and the
sun was shining the rest of the day. We celebrate the beginning of the year with the Holy
Mess in the beautiful old church near the cave. At the end we had a traditional lunch.

9th Europe Region Conference
in France 11th-15th September
2016
So we are prepared for new adventures.
Scout greetings from Slovenia.

WESTERN HEMISPHERE
The CAVIAHUE 2015 took place in Argentina from 10th to 12th November 2015. This was an important meeting
for the area given that the Sub-Region was to decide and endorse its constitution with a view to officially
setting- up the sub-regional structure. A new sub-regional Committee has been elected with Rafael Morelli
(Uruguay) as Chair. The members showed interest in installing the Western Hemisphere Region and all are
working hard to be able to inaugurate this new Region, next September in Surinam.

1st Western Hemisphere Region
Conference, in Surinam
4th-7th September 2016
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News from Uruguay:
Antonio Fontinha, International Secretary Portugal

Camino de Santiago (Camino de
Santiago, Camino Portuguese). There,
they celebrated Santiago’s Day. This
ilgrimage took place from 12 to 27 July.

32 adults FASGU Scouts, CB group of
Uruguay, were in Porto – portugal- to
start the pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela (Spain) through the

They came from Montevideo and the
International
Secretary
of
the
Fraternidad de Nuno Alvares organised
their stay in Porto. In Portugal, they
were welcomed by many Portuguese
adult scouts and a ceremony was
organized in presence of adult Scouts

and Guides of Portugal, as well as the
Chairman of the ISGF World
Committee, the Consuls
of Uruguay in Lisbon and Porto, Civic
dignitaries and members of the
Fraternity of Pilgrims of Santiago de
Compostel in Grijó-V.N.Gaia –

The ISGF World bureau will be closed from 21th December 2015 to 1st January 2016 included.

