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News from

Denmark

28th Nordic Baltic Gathering

It was back in 1955 that 18 countries
gathered here in the ancient Bygholm
manor in Horsens, Denmark, for the
first IFOFSAG (now ISGF) World
Conference. The hotel Scandic Bygholm
Park, is a lovely refurbished manor
house centrally located in Horsens,
Denmark and surrounded by a beautiful
park. The 28th Nordic Baltic Gathering
also took place in this hotel from 25 –
30 June 2015. The 79 participants
came from Denmark, Finland, Greece,
Iceland, Netherlands, Norway and
Sweden.

Scouts blowing the ancient ceremonial “lurs”

Mr. Peter Sørensen, the Mayor of
Horsens, opened the Gathering. Later in
the day the participants gathered in the
park and they played and watched a very
old
Nordic
game
called:
Skothellekastning. The team from
Sweden was the winner.

in Køge, with 150 local guilds present out
of 177 possible. We had NP visitors
from Norway, Finland and Sweden.

New stone discs were produced for each country by
Gjermund Austvik, Sweden

Winning Swedish team

The theme Traditional Practice or True
to Tradition was used by two keynote
speakers. The first one was Mette Bock,
member of the Danish Parliament. She
spoke about Danish folk traditions, while
the second speaker Mads RykindEriksen, head of the Folk High School in
Rødding urged to give young people the
tools to develop and learn about their
culture.
Bjørg Walstad, chairman of the ISGF
International Ambassadors Guild (IAG),
invited participants to become an
Ambassador and at the end of the
Gathering she could welcome 13 new
members.

National Assembly 2015
On

September

20, 2015

Our

National

Assembly (held every other year) took place

National Assembly 2015 – View of participants

The Agenda contained three Motions:
 Period of function (for board
members).
No members can continue
uninterruptedly for more than 6
years. Should be understood as “in
the same position”, but if in another
position, it might be possible.
 Proposal for honorary members –
within our organization.
 Proposal for joining two funds under
the National Guild. Our chairman of
the meeting explained that that was
impossible, since one of the funds
was funds was a private foundation
and therefore, our national
Assembly had no influence of its
management.
A quick expression from the floor
rejected the proposal.
None of the motions were carried. #1
and #2 will be taken into consideration,
when our laws will be discussed in a
forthcoming working group, which will
deal with going through all our laws.
Our motto for the coming years is:
“Open the Window”

way of transport and this year we have
been using cars. We have laid out 7
different routes with a number of
chauffeurs
involved,
and
various
celebrations are taking place throughout
our country for the time being.

National Board, Denmark - 2015-2017
Left to right:
Johan Evensen: National Secretary
Helmut Werth: National President
Paula Mikkelsen: National Cashier
Ingrid Danstrup: National PR secretary
Peter Skræ, National Training/Development
Commissioner
Anne Haastrup-Nielsen: International Secretary

Donations
Since the National assembly took
place on September 20, and on the
very same day a National collection
of money for refugees was running
on National TV, it was suggested, and
decided, to donate the sum of
50,000 DKK from the Danish
National
Guild
movement.
In this way the name of our
organisation will be shown on TV –
this in order also to gain visibility.

Peace Light from Bethlehem
At the end of November our usual Peace
Light ceremony took place in Roskilde.
After the torchlight procession from
the Catholic Church of St. Laurentii, a
short service was held at Roskilde
Cathedral.
As the Danish State Railways no longer
would be responsible for transporting an
open flame by train, new ways of

transporting our Peace light had to

be introduced. We adopted the Swedish

Peace Light – Torch light procession in Roskilde

Anne Haastrup-Nielsen,
International Secretary

News from

Finland

Several guilds participated in local or
district scout camps, helping out with
different activities or keeping “resting
points” for young leaders.
The National Guild did not arrange any
summer activities, but participated in
August in a weekend camp for young
leaders, arranged by the Scouts of
Finland. A Gillwell meeting was also a
part of the program.
In September we arranged a week long
Lapland hike together with another
organisation, pensioners from the
Lutheran Church of Finland.
We
travelled by night bus Sunday evening
from Helsinki to Saariselkä in Lapland.
The accommodation was not in tents,
even if most of the participants were
old scouts, but in cabin “hotels”.

The last evening together the guild
scouts arranged a camp fire and
presented the guild movement to the
other participants. In addition to scout
songs, the history of the guild
movement was presented and we even
had a play with 6 actors, showing the
story of St. Georg.

The week passed swiftly; each day with
its own program. Some days we went
hiking, other days we visited interesting
sights like the Sami museum Sida, a gold
washing plant where we were introduced
to the secrets of panning gold. On
Friday we visited a Sami family at their
summer place and were introduced to
the reindeers, the Sami way of living
and their traditions and history.

Fellowship Day was celebrated in Pori
on the West coast of Finland, a little bit
ahead of the real day. The celebration
started on Saturday, October 17th with
a visit to Pori Art Museum, regarded as
one of the best museums for modern art
in Finland. After a presentation of the
museum and viewing of all the present
exhibitions, the celebration continued in
the light of old crystal chandeliers.

The participants moved to the Old Town
Hall of Pori, built in 1841 and designed
by the famous architect Carl Ludwig
Engel. Here they were welcomed with

jazz music by two of the best jazz
musicians in Finland, Jyrki Kangas and
Matti Aalto. Pori hosts the eldest and
largest jazz festival in Finland every
summer, so jazz has strong traditions in
Pori.

In December the Finnish guilds will
participate in the Peace Light from
Bethlehem. The Peace Light arrives in
Turku by ship from Stockholm on
December 2nd and will be spread all over
Finland by scouts and guild members.

During the festive dinner in the Town
Hall, the ISGF Fellowship Day Message
was read and the traditional three
candles were lighted.
The evening
passed merrily with stories and scouting
memories from both far and near; the
participants came from as far north as
Kemi and as south as Helsinki. The
evening speech by Sirkka-Liisa Hakala
presented the inhabitants of Pori in a
very amusing way, showing that they are
not at all as unfriendly and closed in as
they often are said to be.
After dinner, the participants continued
the evening at the theatre, attending a
performance of the play “The King’s
Speech”.

Liv Aure-Olli, IS Finland

On Sunday morning the Fellowship Day
Celebration continued in Keski-Pori
Lutheran church.
After church
services, the participants travelled to
Yyteri where they enjoyed autumn
nature among the dunes and sandy
beaches. The celebration of Fellowship
Day ended with a lunch, arranged by the
local scouts, near the cliffs of Kallo.

News from

Iceland

Sorry, no news from Iceland this time

News from

Lithuania

Sorry, no news from Lithyuania this time

News from

Norway

National Assembly 2015
The Norwegian National Assembly was
held in Hamar on 8-9 June. The agenda
was traditional, with reports from
committees and work groups, reflecting
a high level of activity. Open
arrangements, i.e. events that are open
to all guild members were recommended,
as was continued, active co-operation
with the scout associations.
A new National Board was elected,
consisting of the following members:

The target was the St. Paul Peak – 1694
m a.s.l. .Even if this was in the middle of
summer – early August – the tour guides
had managed to find a route that was
largely covered by snow. Over a distance
of 7,5 km, the elevation increased by
some 472 m, giving us a fabulous view
from the summit.

National Board, Norway - 2015-2017
Left to right:
Inger Elisabeth Merli: National President
Vivi Heine-Hansen: Board member
Knut Jorde: VP and International Secretary
Astrid Heen Lillebostad: National Cashier
Linda Amundsen: Board member
Line Gullerud Solvik: Representative of Norges
speiderforbund
Ivan Chetwynd: National Secretary
Dag Espolin Johnson: Board member
Bjarne Lohmann Madsen: Representative of the
KFUK/KFUM scouts

Three of the members of the new board
participated in the NBSR gathering in
Horsens, together with 16 other
Norwegian guild members.

Happy mountain trip participants

The return trip also provided 7,5 km of
snow-covered track, so we dreamed
about skis or snowboards.

Mountain trip to the Finse area
The guild mountain trip –”Out in the
Blue” – had been designated Code 1222,
to reflect that the Oslo – Bergen
railway has a stop at Finse at an
elevation of 1222 m above seal level, and
the trip started with a train journey to
Finse.
We met our tour guides at the Finse
station platform, where they received
us with smiles and heavy rain, showing us
the path to Finsehytta. In all we were
12 participants, from 7 guilds, with ages
ranging from 49 to 76.
The next day we were ready for the
dress rehearsal to test the participants’
physical capacities.

Crossing a narrow bridge covered by snow

Day two, everybody were still alive, and
the plan of a daily strech of ca. 25 km
was implemented. There was a little less
snow on this route, making walking a bit
easier. On the other hand, there was a
lot of melt water, so crossing rivers and
brooks required good teamwork. The
weather was very nice, and the few rain
drops that tried to disturb us,
disappeared before we managed to put

on the rainwear, so rain was not a major
issue. The sun, on the other hand, was
very much in focus, Jan-Erik, with his
background
as
an
astrophycisist,
challenged our brains with his quiz about
an explanation for why the length of the
year at times has to be increased by one
second – and an insight in why the rising
of sap in the trees on the Russian taiga
influences the rotation of the Earth!

the secrets of Bjarne’s career as a
pastry cook.
Day four started with a bus trip on to
Haugastøl, where we walked along the
eastern part of the trail used during the
construction of the Bergen railway line
for some 27 km, rising slowly back to
Finse. The navvies who made this trail
must have met a lot of difficulties
during their work, conquering both a
difficult terrain and very long, rather
stormy winters.
Successfully back at Finsehytta, we
found that some of us had walked longer
that ever before. Good food, a nice
shower, a good bed and nice relaxation
were greatly appreciated, before we
next morning departed in different
directions.

Crossing swollen rivers required good co-operation
and support

After a very lo-o-o-ong walk, we arrived
at the Krækja mountain hut, where
walking up (and down) the steep stairs
up to the bedrooms resulted in rather
stiff and creaky movement.
Day three was easier – which everybody
gladly accepted. Since we were
surrounded by mountains, it was rather
appropriate that our geologist, Knut,
informed about the local rocks and
geological history.
We arrived at Halne mountain hut,
where we were told that they did not
have sufficient available beds: however,
with good scout-style stacking, we
managed to squeeze all twelve people
into two rooms.
The afternoon was spent looking for
sun-spots through self-made screens,
trying the art of macramé, and learning

We gladly recommend next year’s
mountain trip, with our memories of a
good team spirit and great nature
experiences!
It may be added that the guides for
next year’s trip have promised that the
daily walks will be somewhat shorter
(editor’s note).

Peace Light
The Peace Light from Bethlehem has
again been spread throughout Norway.
In Oslo, the flame was shared at a
meeting in the Fire Brigade Museum.
From Molde it was sent south to Bergen
and north to Vadsø on the coastal
steamer (Hurtigruta). The state railway
company (NSB) sponsors transport to
south-west Norway.

News from

Sweden

We were 18 guildscouts from Sweden,
who participated in the 28th Gathering
in Horsens in June.
In Sweden we have had
gatherings at three places.
The peace light was handed over to the captain of
the coastal steamer for transport northwards

The State Railways assist with transport to
southwestern Norway

The traditional service in the cathedral
ruins in Hamar is popular, and many
churches hold services with scout
parades on Advent Sunday. One guild
had a Peace Light meeting in Oslo's
synagogue.
The one flame reminds us that the same
longing for peace burns in people's
hearts all over the world.

regional

In southern Sweden they went to a
Graphical
Museum
situated
in
Helsingborg. It is the biggest museum
of that kind I Scandinavia. It is a living
museum where you can hear and smell
what it was like when it was a factory.
The printing office started about 130
years ago. After gathering machines and
other stuff they opened it as a museum
1990. About 35 guildscouts were at the
museum.
In the western part the gathering was
in Trollhättan. They visited three
different museums.
First was the
SAAB-museum. There you can find all
SAABs which are made in Trollhättan.
Even some which they did not produce.
Olidan is the oldest power station in
Sweden. It is a couple of years more
than a 100. There are 13 turbines.
Håjum is a newer station with only two
turbines, but still it produces more
power than all old ones.
In the middle part of Sweden Västerås
had invited the other guilds. They met
at Kungsbyn and they all talked about
how to recruit. Afterwards they played
boule. 20 persons had gathered in
Västerås.

The cathedral ruins at Hamar form a dramatic and
inspiring environment for the Peace Light service

Text by Ivan Chetwynd, Knut Jorde and
Reidar Merli

The Peacelight came to Sweden and
Helsingborg on the 16th of October, This
year the Peacelight has got an own page
on Facebook. Look for “Fredsljuset i
Sverige.”
Mariana Ceder, IS Sweden

