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Website
ISGF is still working on a new and improved internet site, which will totally replace the existing one.  The new website will be also bilingual English/French and expected to be launched in spring of 2008. We are doing our best to improve our communication. Until this new site is active, our new web blog, which is a simply manually updated component of our common website, will be our news source. This web blog has proven to be an easy, cheap and fast publishing tool.

Please go to: http://isgf.wordpress.com
World Conference 2008

The dates and location of our 25th World Conference have been changed. Now the World Conference will be held in Vienna, Austria from August 21 – 26. Registration forms and all other paperwork will be available very soon and downloadable from our web blog or ask the Central Branch (CB) coordinator.

Associate or full membership 

We may proudly announce that Ivory Coast and Argentina are working very hard to apply for associate or full membership at our next World Conference in 2008. 

New individual registrations

We have learnt from our chairman that in Burkina Faso two groups of former Scouts/Guides are working with each other so we expect member lists in order to register them. 

We also welcome 25 new individual members:

Brazil, Edmundo Schychof jr. – Cape Verde, Abdul Aziz Alhassan – Japan, Alexandre Rendu – Jordan, May Alkhraisa – Liberia, Martin Brima, Alphonso Jallah, Gabriel Matawee, Aloysius Saykpa – Sudan, Zainab Alobaid Ahmed Shidwan, Mekki Mohamed Babiker – USA, Shawn Briese, Michael Brown, Linda Call, Lucille and Robert Fisch, Antonio Garza, Philip Hancock, Jay Higgins, Brian Highby, Nancy Lambert, Ronald Leedy, Leonora Oftedahl, Eduardo Sagarnaga, Thomas Yarboro – Venezuela, Filiberto Gabriel Yanes Yanes

World Gazette Mondiale

The World Committee (WCom) has reached a decision on the financial situation and the future prospects of this quarterly magazine. ISGF has published WGM since 1957. As a result the World Gazette Mondiale (WGM) will be discontinued after 2007 for the following reasons:

a) Only 28 National Scout and Guide Fellowships (NSGFs) out of 59 subscribe to more WGM than the 3 free copies that each NSGF receives. Out of these 28 NSGFs only 4 NSGFs subscribe more than 100 WGM copies. 

b) Total circulation for every edition is 2.300 which means that WGM will reach a very low percentage out of her 80.000 members. 

c) Contributions for articles failed to arrive before the deadline.

d) A lot of voluntary work is required.

e) The production of WGM gives a deficit of 3.000 Euros each year. In its 50th history WGM was never profitable at all. Several attempts to redesign the Newsmagazine did not result in the expected economic success. 

That is why the WCom decided to replace the current WGM by a digital Newsletter by spring 2008 when the new ISGF web site is launched. The Newsletter will be published regularly and will be very much up to date. It will replace the WGM, the chairman’s letter and Bureau-Info. Those subscribers, who have already paid for the WGM 2008, will receive the hardcopy version of the ISGF Newsletters in 2008.

The Scout & Guide Spirit Flame 

It was a great and unprecedented adventure: some people have said it was impossible, but all together we managed to kick the “IM” off that word. It was also an image-building symbol for the whole Movement and a very welcome complement to the Centenary celebration. The idea was to spread the Spirit all over the world, representing the founding of the Movement. It created awareness among the Scout generation for the significance of peace. However we did not reached our goal financially as we had to support the African Flame countries. You still can look at our special Flame website www.spirit.flame.com and special Flame souvenirs are still available via www.worldscoutshop.org
World Scout Jamboree

The 21st World Scout Jamboree took place in Hylands Park, Chelmsford from 27th July   – 9th August where your CB Coordinator also met some Central Branch members in the ISGF Information Center. We had over one thousand visitors in the ISGF booth and we registered new members on the spot. The most historically significant of all events was the Scouting’s Sunrise on the 1st of August and the same day when the Scout & Guide Spirit Flame arrived that came from Brownsea Island to our booth. It was here that on August 7th the Flame was officially blown out. 

Kristiansand, Sweden, will be host to the 22nd World Scout Jamboree.

Report about ISGF Gatherings and Conferences 2007

· 5th Arab Regional Conference in Tunis, Tunisia May 24 – 28. More than 100 members from all Arabic countries were present.

· 6th European Regional Conference in Cracow, Poland June 20-24. European constitution approved and a new European Committee. More than 420 participants were in attendance.

· 2nd African Gathering in Accra, Ghana November 2 -9.  The host was the National  Fellowship of St-Georges’ Guild Ghana. We had participants from NSGF Ghana, Nigeria and Benin and from CB unit the Ivory Coast. Also participants from National Scout and Guide organizations from Sierra Leone, Niger and Togo were invited to take part in this Gathering. All participants were very eager to develop their NSGF, CB and even develop new NSGFs and CB units. It will be very interesting to follow their efforts.
CB Coordinator visited South America

Leny Doelman, CB Coordinator visited Chile, Argentina and Ecuador in November 2007. In Chile there was a hearty welcome and a get together with the Chileans who are an associate member of ISGF. Chile is gaining more members and therefore working very hard towards full membership. The Argentina CB organisation has been also very active since Leny’s last visit two years ago. They have set up more branches in other cities and they are now ready to apply for associate or full membership. They organized a welcome party in Cordoba, Argentina, and Leny was very honoured to be invited in that party. Have a look on their website www.porsiemprelistos.com.ar. Additionally Leny was a guest speaker for ISGF at the Interamerican Scout Conference in Quito, Ecuador, where she spoke about ISGF and had a chance to show the Spirit Flame presentation. She even had contact with our only member in Ecuador who was very surprised and honoured.

Current members list as of December 31, 2007 is 673 in 31 countries

4 units, 9 groups and 71 individuals 

Argentina



 51
Azerbaidjan 



 16

Brazil 




   3

Burkina Faso 



 15

Burundi 
 


   2

Cameroon



   4

Canada (Agnes B-P TG)
            154

Canada (ACF) 


   6

Cape Verde 



   1

Congo Brazzaville 


   1

Cuba 



                1

Ecuador 



   1

Iran 




   1

Israel




   2

Ivory Coast 


            135
Japan 




   3

Jordan 



   1

Kenya 




 25

Liberia 




   4

Nepal 




   7

Peru




   2

Rwanda 



 31

South Africa 



 20

Sudan 




   2

Taiwan (ROC) 



   2

Tanzania 



 25

Thailand 



   1

Trinidad & Tobago


   1

USA (Casegha – Haiti) 97
USA individual 



 37
Venezuela 



   1

Zambia 



 20

Zimbabwe



   1

Leny Doelman, CB coordinator
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The Central Branch newsletter is edited by Martine Levy (chairman) and circulated to all individual CB members and contact persons of units/groups and can also been find on the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.isgf.org" ��www.isgf.org� and web blog � HYPERLINK "http://www.isgf.wordpress.com" ��www.isgf.wordpress.com� as a Word file and in PDF.








